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“HOST REMARKABLE INCIDENT IN BASEBALL

Fred Merkle sizes up ns one of the
most remackable men {n baseball.

8even years of 80 ago he pulls a
*honer” It woe a sllp of mental cable
that wonld have been excused 09 times
out of 100, But that was the hundredth
time. Merkle's misplay cost the New
York Glants the champlonship of the
Natlonal lepgue and deprived them of
4 8plit of the world serfes gold.

And from that dny to this he has
been the turget for saréasm. For two
or three yeurs after that incldent his
eVery appearance on the ball field was
greeted with hoots. He wus jeered at,
sooffed at and spoofed wherever he
Went. He wius ridiculed nnd his name
became n synonym for “bonehead,”

The treatment aceorded Merkle
would hnve broken tho spirit of any
Other man, It would have affected his
work to such un extent that not only
Would he have skidded out of the ma-
Jars, lint would have lnnded eventually
In the basehull serap heap. It was the
SOrt of tredtident that only a man with
Iron will—u mun filled with the do-or-
dle splrit—could hove submitted to—
and lved through, And Merkle 1s that
man.

Despite Jeers Becomes Star.

For seven years he has remained In
Wime udiform that he “discredit-
od" For seven yenrs he has played n
btand of baseball thot morks him s

Glant machine; one of the best first
basewen in the lund, He has played
A%ars to lostile crowds: alwiys be
People who were “gunning” for
. He knew that every second he
Wiis bolng Watched ; that the slightest
Wiy would bring renewed hoots and
nnd jeers,
buk been seven years and a bit
Wager since Merkle pulled his “boner”
=and Merkle todny is playing & better
of wll-nround boseball than he
& earller In hiy eareer; playing It in
of open opposition mnot only

Merkle |s the most courageous

-!lmt éver donned a baseball unl-
Was the compliment John Me-

W paid to him sowe time ngo. “He
] out toduy as an herole tigura
Very und gomeness In face of

Tho Merkie “hoger” I8 fresh In the

fany of elght and ten
'L b now generation hns
e, For Its benetit the
twner' is here retold.
© Wns mide on the Polo
Ulomber 23, 1908, In the
“3000 crowd, When the
O bnt io the Iast half of
" aegre sood 1 to 1. By
Hen were out MeCormick
i Merkle on first and Brid-
nute,
el sy u mngie over second
wnd MeCormiek ruced home with
nllomeld to be the winning run,
Wasn't,  Merkle, Ingtead of run-
- 10 secund bage and touching it
e < L Wental Inpse In bis elation
L seemod o be n Ginnt vic-
BT Which would have cnched the
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Rever touchod mecond base,
04 o his way and raced Inte
80, J Bvers, playing

Merkle's “boner” 'and knew that If he
could get hnck the ball and touch sec-
ontl base before Merkle he would foree
out Merkle, making the third out nnd
nulling MeCormick's “winnlng” run.
MeGinnity's Plan Folled.

Evers yelled to Hoffmas, who grab-
bed the ball and threw townrd second.
However, the crowd alresdy had
Jumped upon the field and the ball, In-
stead of golng direct to Bvers, hit one
of the spectators and was deflocted.
By this time Joe MeGinnity, the Glant
pltcher, sensed that something was
wrong. He rushed onto the crowded
dinmonn and grabbed the ball, Then
he started raclng with ¢ toward the
c¢lubhouse lo the hope of reaching Mer-
kle and “tipping" him to hurry buck
to the dlgmond and touch the second
saclk,

DBut Frank Chance, the Cub man-
sper, Jolned fn the ofulr by overtuking
McGinnlty, whose progress was Im-
peded by the crowd. Chanece jumped
upon Joe's shoulders nnd threw him to
the ground. Other Cub players rushed
to Chance's ald and irled to tnke the
ball from MeGinnity's band. Joe, sec-
Ing that he wos overpowered, threw the
pellet ns far ug he tould Into the
orowd,

Kroh and Howard, two Cub reernlts,
tove among the feet of the spectators
nnd jointly grabbed the ball, which was
helng kicked aronnd. Howard threw
the ball to Tinker, who tossed It to
Johnny and the “T'rojan,” stepplng on
second base nnd waving the ball high
In the air, called upon the umplres to
déclure Merkle out.

Glanta Lose Playoff.

In the meantime Chance plowed
throngh the now namaged ecrowd,
grabbed Umplre “Hank"™ O'Day and
demanded that he decide that MeCor-
mick's run did not count, owing to the
fact that Merkle had been forced out.
O'Day refused to glve any declslon un-
til he wns escorted to the clubhouse by
n squad of police,

0'Day, Immedintely upon his arsival
there, declared Merkie was forced out
und ealled the game o e, Harry Pul-
linm, then president of the National
league, sustained Hunk's ruling and ore
dered the ganme plnyed over,

The day set for the playoflf was the
Iast of the season—Oectober 8, It found
the Giants and Cubs tied for first place
honors, with 088 games won and 55
lost, giving ench n percentuge of G40,
The Glants lost that battle 4 to 2, pnd
the gama gave the pennant to the Chi-
engo Cubs—a gift by I'red Merkle.

Stars From lllinols University.
Juck Bradley, cotcher of the Uni-
versity of 1llinols team, who has beea
signed by Clevelund, Is safd to be the
best player developed ot the Ilinols
school slnce the duys of Jnke Stahl,
Plteher W, W. Gunkel 18 another -
pols colleglon slgned by Cleveland.
The palr made up the Ulini's ernck
battery this year,

Long, Scoreless Game.
As far us the records show, the 16-
Innlng scoreless gnme between Lieds
and Braves on June 13 Is the longast
gume ever played in the Natooal
without a score being made, The
Amotican league record Is 18 lanings,
mnde by Washington and Detrolt lu

should stay at second or go to third?
Cuotsbaw pondered and at Inst decided
to try the ndvance. Cutshnw raced for
it. Halfway nlong on his Journey the
third base concher, taking advantnge
of the temporary lull In the cheering,
shouted :

wlow down."
upon Cutshaw and he walked the rest

of the wny to the home plate, while
the huge erowd weot Into agother

QUEER CIRCUIT CLOUT
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Remarkable Home-Run
Drive by Cutshsaw.

Most

Brooklyn Player Makes Accidental
Hit That Eventually Terminated
In Zig-Zag Course Over
Right Field Fence.

{ George Cuotshaw of the Dodgerns
exuided o eircult clont ngnlnst the
Phillles & week or so sgo, which will
romp down through the vales of his-
ory a8 the most remarkable since the
gnme was born, :
The score wns tled in the eleventh
when Cutshaw went fo bat, facing
Mayer, The Phillle pltchir heaved a
slow one at the Dodger second sacker.
Cutshaw started a swing, went half
way down and then “tumbled” to the
fnct that the ball was a flonter. He
“pulled” his stroke but just as be
stopped, hoe notlced that the ball was
curving fn, whereupon he made ane
othe* swipe at it and throngh some
frenk cought It on the end of the

mace.
Ball Zipped Along.
The ball shot through the nlr, about
tel feet nbove gronnd. It salled Just
Inslde the right-fleld foul lne, turaning
und twisting as It went. To the spec-
tators watching the ball zipplog along,
It looked llke n succession of Inshoots.
As It neared the fence It sturted to
descend. It struck n board which
Wns nalled to the bottom of the fence,
but which jutted out about three feet,
As the ball hit that board Just
where the top of this board and the
fence meet, It seemed to hesltate for
a fraction of & second. Then, to the
utter amusement of the crowd, [t
climbed the 12-foot wall as though It

George-Cutshaw,

had legs. Slowly but syrely It moved
upward, Fioully It resched the top
of the fence, Defying the Inws of
gruvity It remaloed stationery for the
barest fraction of a moment and
while the 25000 crowd stood spell
bound, the ball rested for & second
on the top of the wall and then rolled
out Into the atreet.

Strange Antios.
But, In the meantime, Cutshaw was
performing antics that slmost were as
gtrange us those of the ball. When
he rounded first, the Dodger second
baseman saw thot the ball was hended
for the bottom of the fence—a nor
mal two-bnse hit, If a player husties
And Cutshaw hustled. He turned
frst under full head of steam and siid
Into second In whirlwind fashlion. He
Jumped to his feet a second Inter and
began looking around for orders from
the conches,
Wilbert Robinson, manageér of the
Dodgers was signaling somethlog {n a
frantic way. Cutshaw figured that
Robinson was ordering him to try for
third. Cutshaw started, but when he
got no sign from the other councher,
who, by the wiy, was too busy watch-
ing the climbing ball, he fizured te
hnd mislnterpreted Roblnson's sig-
nale. 8o Cutshaw whirled around,
ran back townrd second and swept
futo the bag 1o o cloud of dust,
Then Cutshnw jumped to his feet
agoin and while he brushed his togs
hie began looking for orders—and also
for the ball
But did “Robby"™ mean that Cutshaw

“You hir o hower, George—n homer;

And then the amaging truth dawned
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frenzy of madness nt this unexpected

IS REAL PRODIGY
IN MATHEMATICS

William Stong Solves Most In-
tricate Problems Quickly and
Without Effort.

ANSWERS APPEAL INSTANTLY

Has Declined Many Offers to Travel
and Demonstrate Hia Gift In Pub.
lie—Enjoys Amazement
He Evokes.

Bloomington, IiL—Ilnols PORRESRES
0 muthemsdtlenl prodigy In Willlam
Stong; twenty-elght years old of Tnze-
well county. He hns been nble to solve
any proWem In grithmetle that has
been glven to him.  He reels off mil-
Wons and billlons with gqual preci-
slon and promptness, One of his feats
I8 to wander down to the ralilway st
ton when a frelght tratn doshes away
and ndd up the numbers on the sides
of the cars. By the time the last car
has passed he hos the total,

People who nre skepticnl concernlng
his powers come long distances to
test them. They are primed with
bralo-racking problems, but all prove
ensy for Stong. One of the most com-
mon questions relutes to the number of
seconds In r lifetime, given the date
of birth. One who propounded this
problem gave him the dute J nnunry 20,
1878, Right off the reel cnme this re
ply: “15878 dnys, 878,302 hours, 22
708,540 minutes, 1,302,211,000 seconds.”

Another problem wns: “It {s 155
miles to Chieago, How many pounds

William Stong.

of ralls In the track at 80 pounds to
the yard,” Without hegitatlon eame
the reply ; "450,350,000."

Some of His Feats,
Another one was: "An sutomobile
wheel [s 80 [nches In dlameter. How
many revolutions will this wheel make
in fravellng the 100 miles to Chleago "
Strong cume back with this answer:
“104,478 revolutions.”

A nuil problem came next. He was
told that 82 nnils were to be driven.
One cent would be pald for the first,
2 cents for the second and double the
Kum for each succeeding nail. He was
asked how much he wonld be palil for
the thirty-second mnil. Almost jp.
stantly the answer given: V2LATY .
000,48,

Otie  skeptle propounded: *“With
25,000 miles around the enrth and sil-
ver dollars at an Ineh and a quarter
In dinmeter, how many will It take
to girdle 1t? Stong answered:
“L267,200,000,"

“The Tlinols fiver flows at the rate

it i o Pt

A,

A stene ot the railrond siding showing the erowd of tors,
Whom were the wives, mothers nnd sweelhearts of the “Fighting
ninth," the first Infuntry outfit of the Natlonal Guard of New York to
for the mobllization camp at Camp Whitmno, Beekman, N, Y,
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of 400 cuble feet an hour, 1f a reser-
voir was construeted one mile long,
one mile wide unll half a mile deep,
liow long would it take to fill it If the
water from the Tiver was diverted?'
Strong hesituted for a few moments
and then guve the answer: “183.907-
H0 boure” One man tested Strong
with this rallrond problem: “There
are THO000 miles of stenm rhilroads
In the world. There ure 352 rulls to
every wile, To every pair of ralls
there ure 18 tles with 4 splkes per
tle, There are § bolts to every rall
nnd 2 steel plotes per tle, How many
rafls, ties, splkes, ete.” Within o few
moments Stong told s sudlence to
put  down the following answer:
*There are 264,000,000 rails, 2,867,000,
000 thes, 028,000,000 Annges, 990,504,
000,000 splkes, 1,802,000,000 holts and
4,702,000000 pintes. At 85 pounds to
the yard there ure 224 400,000,000
pounds of steel In the rally, At 50
tons per carload, there wounld be
224,000 enrs or 44850 truins of 00
curs per troin'

Was Despalr of Teachers.
He wus asked to glve the total of
nil the numbers from one up to 0,600,
ndding them together. His nnswer
wis 40,084,800, The total of the num-
bers from one up to 78,000 wns 3,042,-
020,000,
Stong was asked how many bricks
would be required to lay a pavement
from New York to Sun Francisco,
3078 miles, the pavement to be 80
feet witde nmil the hdck 8 inches long
and 2 inches wide, He figured that
It would require Just 10,201,377,600
bricks,
Asked to divide 08.710476,730 by
43708, he answered Instantly:
*2.007,165,"
Blong suys this pecullar talent has
been with him ginee enrly youth. He
wns the despulr of the teachers and
the envy of the other children when
he solved problems In a moment that
required hours for the others, He
suys there Is no particularly severe
wentnl straln when worklug out the
problems, that the answers stand out
in front of him, $o promptly s the re-
sponse of his extraordinary braln to
the demunds that are put upon it
Stung never grows impatient when

there are undue demands made upan

He treats all courtsonsly und enjoys
the look of nmazement he evokes,
Stong hus had -mnny opportunitien
to fravel with o circus and exhibit his
extrnordinary mental gift, but hus de<
clined oll offers, i a4

FINANCIER DISOWNED SISTER

Displeased Over Her Marringe, He
Gave Her No Share In
His Fertune,

Baltimore.—By the will of John
Black, nged retired financler, probated
recently, 276,000 I8 1eft to & number
of Episcopal Institutlons and the Johng
Hopking university, which niso became
resldunry legatees, The estate Is esti-
mated at $L000000, Provision was
made for one of the financler's two
slsters, She, however, died & few
weeks ago,

Alr. Black had another sistor, Har-
riet, whom he disowned about forty
years ngo beenuse slie married n Do
tor Adler, n Jew, Mrd, Adler also la
dend, but there are two or thres sona
surviving, one of whom Is suld to be
n rabbl, who are now helleved to be'in
New York or Phllndelphia,

The estrangement had been com-
plete between Mr. Black and his sis

other sister, Is eald to have forglven
hor sistor, and had her pleture hang
ing In her bedroom.

Mr, Block never married, and his
neurest relatives In Baltimore are spld
to be second cousing,

Girl's Fine 8chool Record.

Eugene, Ore.—Reatrice Yoran, daughs
ter of ex-Mayor D. A, Yorun, has com
pleted o remarkable schiool nttendanes
When the high sehool cloged recently
this student had ronnded out 12 years
without onee belog reported absent op
turdy.

Making Brooms Laat.
Broams dipped for & mlnute or twa
in bolllng wuds once n week Will ba
mide tough nod pliable so that thele
poriod of usefuluess will be greatly
lengthened.

MAY FORCE CHLOROFORM USE

French Likely to Make Use of Anps-
thetic Compulsory in Army
Surgery.
Parls~The French Aendemy of
Medlclne Is considering the advisabil-
ity of recommending the government
to muke the use of chinroform ¢ompul
sory In the army, not only In serfous
operations but also In ull cases where
the treatment Is poinful,
At present French soldlers are
obliged to  submit to  veeelnation
agninst smallpox and typhold fever,
hut they eannot be compelled to accept
chloreform againgt thelr will,
A committee hus bheen formed to
study the question as well as that of
rendering compulsory the Injection of
serums o dll cuses where the latter
ure declared to be necessury by the
doctor.

Living Family Tree,
Lake, N, D.—Mervin Alcide

Devils
urt, who lust week at the |

tlon of having a living fomily tree, ihe
slze of which Is in the record-clulming
clnss.  Besldes two healthy parents,
Mervin hns o grandfather, two grand-
wolhers, a great-grandfnther and two
prent-grandmothers, The great-grand-
parents nre Bugene Helcourt of Mont-
real, Mrs. Mary Fegnant of Seattle,
Mra. Engene Beleourt, Mobtrenl, The
grundparents ave Mrs. Aleide Beleourt
of Grand Harbor, Alelde Beleourt of
Grand Hurbor und Mrs. Sarali Bell-
rose, Witliston.

Rooster Walks Backward.
8t Muarys, O.—Slhce some weeks
ago, when the fowl wos operated upon
for the retnoval of o four-inch sljver
of bone lodged in s eraw, un Orping-
ton rooster, belonging te John B, Or
phal of Bt. Marys, O, walks back-
wiirde.  That the bird ghmply got start-
ol wrong after n month's totsl disas
bility and that It will eventunlly tearn
to go shend, ks the bellef of the man
who performed the bit of surgery.
Orpbal I8 not so mure sbout it, He
fevlnres the rooster to suffer
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clon, A horse belonging fo Orphnd
wns seared out of the stable when the
rooster bocked in.  Throughout the
barayard the bird has been 4 pene
erul disturber of the pence becnuse
of hls unosunl methed of locomotion,

Grans Growa in Tree

Wetmore, Esn—In the E W,
Thornburrow yard In Wetmorts I &
lnrge bunch of bine grass growing i
the fork of an elm tree ten feet from:
the ground. Every fall the residonts
of Wetniore, wWho ire watehing this
curlosity, expect the gmss to he wige
terkilled, but cvery spring it shows
up green aud steong and matures sosd,
The grass has been growlng In e
tren for three Years, :

“Goes to Wodding;" Brings Spouss. -

Scrantan, Pu—Xiss Margaret Clirke,
a telephono operntor, whispered to hoe

golug to a4 wedding.

roturned with ), k" Scan

I:.I

Mm for answers to thelr problems, -

tér Hurrlet, aithough Ellmabeth, the

3
mothier the other night that she waw

-

."Ia‘l




